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RIBCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Council meeting held at 7.30pm on Monday 20 January 2020  at SS Peter & Paul’s Parish Centre, Ribchester.

PRESENT:

Chairman: Cllr Carol Milne

Councillors :  E  Law-Riding (Vice- Chairman), A Brown,  J Dickinson, G Rollinson, D Royle, H Wilson
76
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

None


77
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


There were no declarations of interest

78
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Two parish residents were present to ask questions of the Council in respect of the ground bordering the river, in front of the Duddel Brook Allotments.  Whilst the suggestion about sowing a wild flower meadow in that area was considered, the issues about its regular mowing, and the fact that it is an  area used by visitors for picnics etc, meant that this was  not a proposal which the Council could agree to progress.  The second question was in respect of the Allotments in that area.  This led to an important discussion about the allotments generally, and the current difficulty in letting those which have become vacant.  The important issue was reconsidered about the division of the large plots into smaller, more ‘lettable’ allotments.  

ACTION:  Clerk to follow-up as part of process of re-letting vacant allotments.
79
MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting held on 28 November 2019 were agreed, and after amendments noted, signed as a true record.
80
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

MIN61.  The Weind.  This project continues.  No-one has come forward to claim ownership, however further information received from The Land Registry shows there are only two parcels of land adjacent to the Weind which are registered as freehold, one of which is the Electricity Sub-station.  An enquiry to Electricity North-West about this has been registered.  Advice from its legal department is awaited.
MIN68.  Confirmation that the planned leaflet should go ahead, and a query raised as to how much help and advice could be obtained from RRT in planning our 2020 Best Kept Village Competition Entry.

ACTION:  Ms Smith to be invited to attend the next meeting, to discuss the proposed leaflet further (DONE).  Possibly, a              


further Meeting to be arranged to discuss and progress the RRT project and BKVC.  (TBC)

MIN 72(2) Letter had been sent to Mr Rainford, expressing the gratitude of the Parish Council for all his dedicated 


work as local Auditor of the Parish accounts.


MIN 72(4)  Hillock Parking at White Bull.  Mr Jones’ disappointment regarding the proposal to mark out the parking 

Spaces was noted.  However, it was confirmed that the Council was willing to consider future proposals for 


‘organising’ the car-parking, as it was acknowledged to be a problem and, at times, a hazard.  It was further noted 
that damage was occurring to the existing surface, which marking-out would not resolve.  It was noted that under 


that surface there were significant numbers of granite sets.


MIN 74(1) Wartime Christmas Event.  This had been a successful event in December and had – once some small 
amounts for Parish Council and History Society expenses had been deducted – raised £500 for the Royal British


Legion.

ACTION:  To pass on donation to Royal British Legion via Mr Roy Skilbeck. (DONE)

MIN 74(5) Additional Defibrillator.  Confirmation had been received that the telephone box on Blackburn Rd, which had been notified as being ‘de-commissioned’ and available for purchase for £1, was not available, as RVBC has requested BT to restore the box and repair the telephone.  Discussion about the acquisition and installation of an additional defibrillator ensued.  
ACTION: Invitation to be extended to Mr Colin Byers to attend the next Council meeting to advise. (DONE)

81
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
No planning applications received over the recess period.  Notification given of two forthcoming applications:  for 9 Eastgate and an appeal following the previous application from Wilkins Cottage, Church Street.  Both require response by early February (DONE).
82
FINANCIAL MATTERS/ACCOUNTS
(1) The decisions taken at the Council’s additional meeting in December were reported in respect of the increased Precept for 2020/2021 and the increase in the Clerk’s paid hours of work from 7 – 12 per week.  It was emphasised that the decision about the Precept increase had been taken on the grounds of concerns about depleting reserves when the Council was supporting amenities and groups in the village which required financial assistance from time to time.  A small increase in Council Tax per annum was deemed necessary to continue with this support.  It was not considered appropriate to use reserves to fund operating costs.  An explanatory document had been sent to RVBC with the new Precept application to support the proposed figure.
(2) A variation of contract document was provided for the Clerk, and duly signed.  The new hours (and commensurate increase in pa)y to take effect from 20 January 2020.

(3) The current financial position was reported as follows:
Current A/C - £1621.56

Savings A/C - £15,255.12

(4) Payment of Accounts 

RESOLVED:  That the following payments be made:

Clerk’s Salary and expenses - £314.91

SS Peter and Pauls Room Hire - £25

Royal British Legion Donation - £500 (paid on basis on income paid through A/C.  No effect on PC budget)

83
MATTERS RELATING TO PRINCIPAL COUNCILS
The following summary  was received from Cllr Brown: 

The main focus of recent RVBC committee activity had been about budget setting for 2020/21.  Cllr Brown reported that a Planned Freedom March was planned for Clitheroe on 28 April 2020, when 130 soldiers would march through the centre of the town.  The Borough Council was becoming increasingly concerned with the increase in Drug Misuse in the Borough.  Residents are being asked to report any concerns or issues to be raised at the Drug Misuse Forum to Cllr Brown by 28 February.
Finally, it was reported that there had been a legal challenge to the latest Development on the grounds of concern

about the way RVBC had dealt with land issues.  
84
MATTERS RELATING TO THE PARISH
(1) Current condition of village, re roads/potholes/dangerous junction.  The Council, once again, expressed its grave concern about the condition of the roads, the potential danger presented by the worn road markings on the Blackburn Road/Church Street junction, and the general poor quality of maintenance and care of public 
areas around the village (eg alleyway to the rear of the Black Bull onto Water Street)
ACTIONS:  Current progress of existing report registered with LCC Highways to be checked and followed-up. Considera-

        tion to be given to replacing/ renewing the Stop sign at the Junction.  

(2) Traffic and Parking Issues.  There were other matters of grave concern to the Council: viz - the dangers presented by vehicles driving too fast through the village, mounting pavements to plough through the streets, without reducing speed, parking on pavements, blocking of access for emergency vehicles, and persistent parking on double-yellow lines.
ACTION:  To issue reminders/advice to residents about the inherent dangers/problems caused by these actions 
(DONE)

(3)  Vicious Dog Complaint.  Following the report of a vicious dog being kept on a Ribchester property, which was causing concern to dog-walkers (and others), Cllr Rollinson had referred the matter to the Clitheroe Dog
Warden, who had attended and given a warning to the owner.
85
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

CONFIRMED – the next Parish Council meeting would take place on Monday 24 February  2020.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.44pm

Confirmed as a true record



_________________________  Chairman

_________________   Date                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

.

